NEWSLETTER
GODSTONE PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a testing term, with an increase in COVID-19 cases leading to a series of measures being
implemented to mitigate against further spreading of the virus. I would like to thank you all for your
continued support and understanding throughout this time. Although this is clearly a national issue, it is
important that we continue to work together to safeguard the children and their families as we move
towards the Christmas break. Without being too optimistic, our recent COVID-19 data suggests that the
measures we put in place last week has halved the number of new COVID-19 cases in school.
Although COVID-19 is probably at the forefront of our minds at the moment, it is important that we also
focus on all of the children’s achievements this term. I was immensely proud of our school’s feature on
the BBC for Children in Need earlier this month. Well done to all of the children and staff for
representing our school in such a positive way. The children demonstrated their respect and pride for
remembrance day on Thursday 11th November. I received several letters from members of the public
commending the children for their behaviour and attitude on the Village Green.
Please remember that the pandemic has differing effects on each of us and it is important that we
support each other through this. Listed below are a selection of emotional wellbeing resources that
may support your child or others during the ongoing pandemic:









MindEd - a free educational resource on children and young people’s mental health
Every Mind Matters - an online tool and email journey to support everyone in taking action to look
after
their mental health and wellbeing
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network - information and resources to support
bereaved pupils, schools and staff
the DfE blog - includes mental health resources for children, parents, carers and school staff
Young Minds - information on COVID-19 and mental health
Think Ninja - a free app for 10 to 18 year olds to help build resilience and stay well
Every Mind Matters - building resilience and supporting good mental health in young people aged
10 to 16

Get free, confidential support at any time by:
texting SHOUT to 85258
calling Childline on 0800 1111
calling the Mix on 0808 808 4994
Yours sincerely,

Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

What a fun and exciting time of learning we are having in the Nursery! In the month of
November we have made diyas whilst learning about Diwali, recreated the sounds,
movements and colours of fireworks for Bonfire Night and talked about ways we can be
kind for Remembrance Day. We have also participated in World Nursery Rhyme Week
over these last two weeks.

This month, Reception have been reading lots of different versions of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. We have been talking about what is the same in each book and what is
different. For example, sometimes the chairs are too hard, too high or too soft. We
even got to hear the story in French but the bears were eating soup not porridge. The
children have enjoyed retelling the story with puppets and through role-play inside and
outside. The children enjoyed tasting plain porridge, porridge with honey and porridge
with berries, just like Baby Bear in Who’s Been Eating My Porridge?

In maths, the children have been learning to recognise amounts up to five without
counting them (subitising) using dots, fingers and dice patterns. They have been
comparing amounts using the words ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’ and ‘equal to’.

The children have had a very busy term. They have been
learning how to extend the sentences they write by
using the word and. They are continuing to learn their
phase five phonics and the members of staff who support
the children with their reading have made some lovely
comments about their progress.

Mrs Mitchell came in and showed the class her father’s
medals. The children really loved hearing stories and
learning about why we commemorate Remembrance Day.
They worked really hard to learn the whole school song
which they performed on The Green. They also made a
gorgeous art piece for the corridor.

In computing, the children have learnt how to code
using Bee-Bots and are really enjoying learning about
this new form of technology.
In maths, the children have been resilient when learning all
the different strategies to enable them to subtract one
number from another.
We have also been learning our songs for the nativity and the Year 1 team are very
proud of the serious way the children are learning the actions. We are excited for the
performances.

Over the last three weeks, Year 2 have been looking at the story of ‘How to Ride a
Polar Bear’. In the first week, the children retold the story, in the second week they
began making some changes to different elements of the story and in the third week
they were able to invent their own version of the story. The children came up with
some fantastic, creative ideas, which included changing their visit from the Arctic to
jungles, forests, oceans and deserts. Having spent time focussing on contractions, it
was excellent to see these being used accurately in their writing.

In geography, our enquiry question is: Why don’t penguins need to fly? The children
have shown real enthusiasm throughout this enquiry so far and they have learnt lots
about the landscape and the climate of Antarctica and how animals, such as
penguins, are adapted to live in this habitat. The children identified that penguins
have webbed feet to help them on the ice, tightly packed feathers to keep them
warm, flippers to help them swim and a beak to help them catch fish!

In science we have been enjoying exploring rocks. We have been learning about
sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks and where each type is located. We
have had great fun learning new vocabulary whilst thinking about the features of
rocks. We noticed that some features include rocks being hard or soft, permeable or
impermeable, low density or high density and durable. We observed some rocks and
labelled them with what we found.
In geography, we have had great fun learning all about earthquakes. We have been
researching the 2011 Christchurch earthquake and were interested to find out about
why earthquakes happen. We used our map skills to locate earthquakes globally and
looked at how this relates to the plate boundaries.
We have been so excited to write our own stories about the adventures of Quaky Cat
and have thought carefully about making interesting vocabulary choices. We have
been learning all about the use of paragraphs and worked hard to apply this to our
independent writing.

For the last few weeks in English, we have been looking at Rudyard Kipling’s style of
writing in his ‘Just So Stories’. We read about ‘How the leopard got its spots’ and
‘How the camel got its hump’ and then chose our own animal and wrote our own
versions. We had a great variety of stories, from ‘How the pig got its snout’ to ‘How
the flamingo got its pink feathers’.
In maths, we have been applying our addition and subtraction skills in our latest
block on measure. This has involved converting metres to centimetres and
centimetres to millimetres so that we can add and subtract using the same unit of
measure as well as calculating the perimeter of rectangles and rectilinear shapes.
We are also continuing with practising our times tables and earning stars once we
have scored full marks in our timed tests. Keep practising!
In Science, Year 4 has been learning about the types and functions of human teeth
and discussing how important it is to clean them well and eat healthily in order to
prevent tooth decay. To demonstrate how well we clean our teeth, we all chewed
on a dental disclosing tablet which stained any plaque on our teeth blue as well as
our tongue! After we had brushed them again, most of the blue stain
disappeared. Here are some of the photos of our Science lesson.

Year 5 have completed lots of excellent work in November. In English, they have been
reading the classic novel Frankenstein and rewriting it in their own words. They have
been practising using lots of different types of sentence to create a particular mood
and atmosphere. In addition, Year 5 have been comparing the original version of the
book with modern adaptations and looking at the similarities and differences.
In maths, Year 5 have been learning all about multiplication and division. They have
learnt lots of new mathematical vocabulary in order to speak the ‘language of maths’.
These new terms include: prime numbers, composite numbers, multiples, factors,
square numbers and cube numbers. Why not ask your child how many they
remember? Year 5 have also done fantastically in the online learning challenges. In
fact, they were the top class in both the Times Table Rockstars and Mathletics
Challenge! Well done everyone in Year 5. Special congratulations to Marcus and
Beritan who got the top score in the class in each competition.
Finally, Year 5 have been thinking about Remembrance Sunday and the meaning of
poppies. We reflected on the many sacrifices that were made and made poppies to
commemorate this.

Climate Change
In Year 6, we have spent the last three weeks, in English, looking at climate change
and how it is affecting our world. The children have been engaged, inquisitive and
have showed pure enjoyment throughout the duration of our learning. The children
have been writing persuasive letters to a range of people and these have been
absolutely fantastic.
William, a child in Year 6, has written an acrostic poem to demonstrate his
understanding of climate change and this is something that we all feel that he
should be very proud of.

In the weeks leading up to Children in Need, the children of Godstone Primary and Nursery
School were very busy rehearsing the song ‘By Your Side’ by Calvin Harris ft. Tom Grennan.
Friday 5th November was a very exciting day as we were very fortunate to be able to
welcome the BBC into school to film the children singing. All the children came dressed up
in fancy dress costumes of their choice, which ranged from superheroes, to princesses, to
pirates, to Mary Poppins! We also had a special guest visit us too—Pudsey Bear!
Clips of the children singing were then shown on BBC South East that evening. We were so
impressed with how well the children represented the school and it was great to see the
children on live television! The children also featured in a short video clip that was played
as Tom Grennan sang during Children in Need 2021 on Friday 19th November.
The children all really enjoyed taking part in this experience and by doing so we will have
helped improve the lives of disadvantaged children and young people around the UK.

On Thursday 11th November, the children in Years 1 to 6 came together as a school for
a Remembrance service on the Village Green. We were so impressed with how well
the children represented the school and showed their respect to all the service men
and women who lost their lives at war. We would like to thank the Reverend
Peter O’Connell for leading this service and parents/carers who joined us in marking
the occasion.

We have been taking part in several online maths challenges in November. Children
have been competing against each other and other schools to see how many points
they could get. Congratulations to everyone who took part! Below are the winners
from each year.

Times Table Rockstars England Rocks
Year
1
2
3
4
5
6

Champion

2nd Place

Cristiana
Edward
Erica
Marcus
Daisy

Bethany
Chloe
Jacob
Verity
Jenson

Mathletics Challenge
Champion
Isla
Bethany
Isaac
Daniel
Beritan
Daisy

2nd Place
Sophie
Caleb
Dani
Erica
Marcus
Ollie D

Dear Parents and Carers,
The Friends of Godstone Primary and Nursery School held their first meeting of the
academic year in October. One of our primary objectives, in this meeting, is to
discuss the Christmas Fayre. I’m sure you can all appreciate, that this year posed
many more questions and concerns. As a result, the Friends have decided that it
would not be wise to host a fayre this year.
However, we do not want the children to miss out and so have asked Mr Usher if
we could set up a few small stalls outside the school, at pick up time, on the dates
set aside by the school each year for ‘own clothes day’. We would like to ask
parents and carers to bring bottles to school on Friday 3rd December and cakes to
school on Friday 10th December.
On Friday 3rd December after school, we will be selling sweet cones for £1.50 and
will have a bottle tombola, three tickets for £1. The Christmas colouring
competition will go ahead and the children should receive these in their bags on
Wednesday 1st December. We will show these after school on Friday 10th
December, when winners will be announced. We hope you will stay for a mulled
wine, mince pie or cake and a hamper raffle.
Due in part to the support you’ve shown, through Bags to School, Christmas Cards
and Easy fundraising, we are able to fund all the following commitments to the
school and children this year. The Friends will fund the decoration morning and
each child will receive a gift and crackers with their Christmas meal. Thank you so
much. We look forward to seeing you all on December 3rd and 10th and look
forward to the prospect of more fundraising in the New Year.
Many thanks,

Friends of Godstone Primary and Nursery School

In Swans we made poppies because we wanted to contribute in the remembrance of
soldiers who died in the war. We also made purple poppies to remember the animals
who died in the war.
By Ollie D and Ronnie H - Year 6

Staff Car Park
Please may we remind parents not to park in the Staff Car Park at drop off / pick
up (including Swans breakfast and after school club). Thank you for your
understanding.
Parking in Ivy Mill Lane
We have received a number of complaints from local residents informing us that
parents are sitting and waiting in their cars in Ivy Mill Lane with their car engines
running. This can often be from 2:00pm onwards. Please may we ask that you
kindly respect our local residents. Thank you.

December 2021
Date

Event

Time

Thursday 2nd December

KS2 Christmas Carol Concert

4:45pm

Friday 3rd December

Own Clothes Day (Bottles)

Tuesday 7th December

Decoration Morning (no parents – thank you)
Nursery (beginning of the week), Reception to Year 6

Wednesday 8th December

Early Years Christmas Special

Thursday 9th December

Decoration Morning (no parents—thank you)
Nursery (end of the week)

Thursday 9th December

Class 5 Assembly

Friday 10th December

Own Clothes Day (Cakes)

Monday 13th December

KS1 Nativity (for Year 1 parents only)

9:15am

Tuesday 14th December

KS1 Nativity (for Year 2 parents only)

9:15am

Tuesday 14th December

Christmas Parties
(Nursery (begin. of week), 1 and 2)

1:15pm

Wednesday 15th December

Christmas Lunch/Christmas Jumpers

12:00 noon

Thursday 16th December

Baptist Church Singing —Reception, KS1
(no parents—thank you)

9:30am

Thursday 16th December

Christmas Parties
(Nursery (end of week), Reception, 3, 4, 5 and 6

1:15pm

Friday 17th December

Baptist Church Singing—Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
(no parents—thank you)

9:30am

Friday 17th December

Last day of 2nd half of Autumn Term

2:15pm

2:45pm

Dear Parents/Carers,
There are still spaces on courses starting in December. We have plenty of courses to
help support families. Please see the available courses and workshops below:






Gruffalo storytelling workshop
Christmas crafts and storytime workshop
Understanding your child's behaviour
Aliens love Panta Claus workshops
English for parents/carers as an additional language

These are government funded courses for parents and carers who would most benefit
from FREE tailored courses.
If you are interested, please type the below in your internet browser:www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning
OR
Email: adultlearning@surreycc.gov.uk
OR call Customer Support: 0300 200 1044 (lines open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday,
excluding Bank Holidays)
Surrey Adult Learning is committed to safeguarding vulnerable adults and
safeguarding is the responsibility of us all.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive at school on time.
As a reminder to parents:


Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.



Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.



Registers close at 9:20 am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.



Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action is
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.

Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Did you know that Godstone Primary and Nursery School can distribute Food Bank
vouchers?

We know that times are difficult, particularly with the recent cut in Universal Credit and
rising prices. So do please get in contact if you would like a voucher - this will be treated in
the strictest confidence.
We also have 'hygiene packs' available, which include a number of toiletries products often the most expensive part of our weekly shopping - so please let me know if you would
like to take one.
I know that approaching others about financial hardship can be uncomfortable, but we are
approachable and understanding and want to do all we can to support our community and
would love to help alleviate some of the stresses around finances.

