NEWSLETTER
GODSTONE PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
October 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you to everyone for an excellent first half term. It has certainly been busy and I
think that we are all in need of a well deserved rest before we resume the second half
of the term. We have lots to look forward to in the lead up to Christmas; the BBC will
be visiting for Children in Need; a sports journalist will lead a piece of writing on Emma
Raducanu; and swimming lessons begin. We will also be celebrating the lead up to
Christmas with nativities, the Early Years Christmas Special, carol concerts, parties,
decoration mornings and visit to the Baptist Church.
I have had really successful meetings with our parent representative group and school
council this half term. Each group has ambitious plans to improve the school further.
All plans will be shared with the wider parent group after half term so that we can
make these plans a reality.
In the last newsletter I talked about how we support every child as an individual
through our curriculum, positive behaviour management approach and building
learning power. All of these approaches are part of our wider school vision to ensure
that each child can be successful as a lifelong learner. Please find our full school
vision overleaf.
Yours sincerely,

Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

We are have had a lot of fun in Nursery this month. Nursery enjoyed cutting up
photos of themselves and trying to put them back together as a puzzle.

We are creating lots of repeating patterns, including a display for the school
Community Harvest Festival.

The children have been videoed retelling the story of The Three Little Pigs, recalling
the key vocabulary and phrases from the story.

This month, Reception have made a great start to their phonics learning. The children
have experienced lots of new sounds and a few tricky words. They have been listening
out for sounds at the start and end of words, orally blending sounds to make words
and have begun to sound out and blend words ready for reading.

The children really enjoyed learning and performing a song for ‘Harvest’. They
researched the types of crops that would be being harvested and created their own
lyrics for a song. They also made some tasty vegetable soup with seasonal
vegetables which gave an opportunity to practise fine motor skills to peel and chop
and investigate how the ingredients changed as they were heated.

In maths, the children have been thinking about counting carefully and all about the
number three. They met Matrix Mouse (puppet) and helped her to remember how
many are in the group altogether. They counted slowly and carefully: objects they can
move, actions, and things that are far away. They really enjoyed using the gems to find
different patterns that make three and different ways of making three with two
colours. They also enjoyed collecting three of different objects for the Three Bears.

Year 1 have been really enjoying forest school this term. We were lucky enough to go as
a whole class and experience pond dipping. We discovered many pond creatures such
as snails, newts, fish and lots of green, smelly pond weed. Some children have very
strong noses.
Thank you to all the parent helpers who have made this possible, the children have
loved spending time outside learning new skills. We are looking forward to more
sessions.

Our harvest festival performance made me so proud. All the children have been
working so hard to learn all the songs. The children were very brave to sing in front of
all those people and did a great job. Thank you for all the ongoing support with learning
songs at home. We hope you have managed to stop humming them and are enjoying
the new Children in Need song.

Year 2 have had a very busy October! We were so impressed with their confidence
when singing ‘Harvest Hymn’ at this year’s Harvest festival service. They have also
completed their mock phonics screening in readiness for Autumn 2 and their first
mock SATs papers of Year 2. We saw some fantastic progress in such a short space of
time!
In maths, having completed our first unit on place value, we moved on to look at
addition and subtraction.
We have looked at fact families; number sentences; number bonds; adding and
subtracting 1s and 10s; adding three one-digit numbers; adding two two-digit
numbers; and subtracting two two-digit numbers.
We were particularly impressed with the understanding and confidence that the
children demonstrated when looking at making 10 or making 20 to help them with
their addition.

After half-term, we will begin two new units which will be ‘money’ and ‘multiplication
and division’.

What an exciting few weeks of learning we
have had in Year 3! We have absolutely
loved learning all about the Stone Age. In
English we have been researching and
creating our own leaflets. Firstly, we
learned about different features of leaflets
including headings and subheadings. After
that, we organised our information and
created our own. We have researched
about all about Stonehenge and were
shocked to find out that the bluestones
weighed the same as two minibuses and
they were manoeuvred by people!

Our science learning has been great fun this half term. We have been learning all about
light and really enjoyed our investigation where we explored how shadows change
depending on where the light source is. We thought about what we already know
about light and made a prediction based on this. We tried really hard to make it a fair
test and were surprised by our findings!

On Monday 18th October, Year 4 visited Michelham Priory to consolidate their
learning on the Bronze Age. We started the day ‘walking back through time’ where
we discussed how the Bronze Age developed from the Stone Age. During this
period in history, farming was introduced and the use of bronze meant that
stronger and more effective weapons were designed. We got to look at a Bronze
Age roundhouse and had to try and steal farming land from Mrs Lancashire!
In our second workshop, we got the opportunity to handle a range of Bronze Age
artefacts. We have been writing newspaper reports in our English about finding
Bronze Age artefacts so it was brilliant to be able to examine many of the items
that we have been writing about. We finished this session by re-enacting a burial
of a wealthy male and female from the time. Each child selected one of the
artefacts and placed it into the grave and explained how it would help the wealthy
couple in the afterlife.
After lunch, and a play in the playground, we finished the day with cog weaving.
We learned how wool is made into a useable material for weaving. The children
then created their own woven bracelets!
It was a fantastic day out and great for the children to be able to enrich their
learning from the classroom with an educational visit.

Year 5 have completed lots of fantastic work in October and have earned a
well-deserved rest during half term. In English, they have been reading the novel
The Girl of Ink and Stars. This is an exciting adventure story with lots of beautiful
descriptive language. Year 5 have learnt how to use figurative language to make
their writing more interesting and have become experts at spotting and using
similes. They have also been exploring metaphors and hyperbole for dramatic effect.
The photos below show a lesson in which they sorted various sentences into these
different categories.

In maths, Year 5 have been working on their addition and subtraction. They have
completed lots of challenging work and looking at reasoning and problem solving
questions.
In history, they have learnt all about the Ancient Maya and their amazing civilisation.
They also produced some fantastic homework about it including models and
fact-files.

Oliver Twist Assembly

On Thursday 7th October, Year 6 had their class assembly, where they performed
their own adaptation of Oliver Twist.
During the first three weeks of the autumn term, we studied Oliver Twist in English,
where the children had written a range of stories, characters and setting
descriptions. Using our knowledge from this unit, we created our own script, ready
to rehearse and perform for our class assembly.

The children rehearsed most days, learnt all of the songs and worked on channelling
their chosen character, to ensure that we gave the best performance possible.
On the day of the performance, all of the classes came to watch along with the
majority of the Year 6 parents - which was great to see! The children performed it
beautifully and we were all extremely proud of their achievement of putting on a
great, memorable show!

On Monday 4th October, Key Stage 2 had a visit from the author David Fuller, a local
children’s author. He visited each class throughout the morning, explaining what
inspired him to be a writer and he read chapters of some of his stories.

David explained how he had written his first children’s book 12 years ago but it had
taken two years of planning and editing before it was ready to be published. He has
since gone on to write a series of seven stories based on the character ‘Alfie Jones,’
as well as other books.
He made the children laugh, recounting events from his own school days. He shared
how he would eagerly write, not using any of the planning structures he had
previously prepared and hand his work to teachers straight away full of mistakes!
Since becoming an author, he has changed his writing style, spending 3-6 months
writing his stories, yet sometimes doubling this amount of time to edit his work
before handing to his publisher.
At the end of the session, the children got to ask questions. The following was from
Holly Jones in Year 4.
Where do you get all your ideas from?
David explained that he worked for years as a youth football coach and he based
many of the characters on children he had taught. He also explained that he used
his own experiences and his imagination. Reading, television and film also provided
him with the opportunity to magpie ideas for his stories!

Both the harvest festival service in school and at St Nicholas’ Church were very much
enjoyed by the children in Reception through to Year 6. With it being nearly two years
since the children had been able to come together at St Nicholas’ and the first time
there for some, it was a special celebration.
We enjoyed all the children’s class performances and they came together to sing as a
school with such enthusiasm. Staff were very proud of all the children and we are sure
that they will have made parents proud too.
We would like to give our thanks to Reverend Peter O’Connell for allowing us to hold
our service at St Nicholas’ Church, Mrs Acraman for accompanying the children on the
piano, Nursery for producing the harvest banner and to all parents and carers for
being so generous with their contributions to give to the local foodbanks.

As a school we have celebrated the lives of important people in history who have black,
African Caribbean backgrounds.
Nursery
The Nursery children have been listening to The Entertainer and Maple
Leaf Rag, composed by American Scott Joplin (1868-1917). We
responded to the music by moving our bodies, as well as painting with
our fingers whilst listening to the pieces of music.
Reception
In Reception we have listened to Oti Mabuse read There’s
Only One You by Kathryn Heling and Deborah Hembrook and
talked about our similarities and differences. Then we
listened to the autobiography Coming to England by Floella
Benjamin and found out how some children were unkind to
Floella because her skin was a different colour. We have
been learning that we are all different and we must be kind
to everyone.

Year 1
In Year 1 we learnt about Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr.
We had some interesting discussions on why these two
people influenced history and why it was important. We also
talked about racism and watched clips on Newsround about the
history of these two people.
Year 2
As part of Black History Month, Year 2 have enjoyed learning about a number of
exceptional men and bold women in black history. We enjoyed reading about their lives
and what they have done to inspire us. It was wonderful to see so many inspired by the
work of the NASA mathematician, Katherine Johnson. When reading about these
inspirational figures, we noticed that resilience, perseverance, and determination were a
part of each of their stories to success.

Year 3
During Black History Month, we
have learned about significant black
people and the important things
that they have done. We researched
Tessa Sanderson who was the first
black British women to win an
Olympic gold medal; Marie Maynard
Daly who was the first black woman
in the USA to receive the highest
level of degree in chemistry; and

Barack Obama who was the first black president of the United States of America. We
presented our research to the class and the impact that their achievements had on
society.
Year 4
In our reading lesson, Year 4 learned about Black History Month. We found out that Black
History month occurs in the UK in October, yet in America, it is in February. This is because
February is the birth month of President Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. We also
learned that Great Britain banned enslavement in 1833 and the African country Mauritania
was the last country to ban enslavement in 1981.
Year 5
Year 5 have been learning all about Barack Obama for Black History Month. We learned all
about his life growing up and what he did before he became president. We also learned how
historic it was for him to be the first black President of the USA. Finally, we created a fact file
to show all we had discovered.

Year 6
In Year 6, we watched three videos: one on the importance of Black History Month, one on
what it is and why we celebrate it; and another on an inspiring story of a black lady who
came from Barbados to work for the NHS in 1948. After watching the videos, we had a whole
class discussion to talk about the importance of Black History Month. Listed below, are some
of the children’s thoughts:
· Black people have been and continue to be treated differently, which is unfair
· It is important for us all to know that the colour of our skin shouldn't negatively affect how
we are treated
· People need to be educated on how black people have paved the way for us today
· How many inspirational black people there are, who have stood up for what is right and
what they believe in

In preparation for World Mental Health Awareness day we had a ‘Feeling Good Week’ this
half-term.
Each year group had a range of activities each morning that supported different ways to help
us ‘feel good’ such as movement games; breathing techniques; thinking about what we are
thankful for; sharing positive words about each other; and thinking about the things we
enjoy the most. Every year group also had a different learning activity with a different theme.
Each class then shared what they had learned and discovered with the whole school in
assembly. Here are some of the ways each class participated in ‘Feeling Good Week’:
Nursery
Nursery’s favourite wellbeing week activity was joining in with the rap Banana, Banana,
Meatball where we tried hard to copy the patterns. The children have continued to use the
‘blowing out the candle’ and ‘smelling the flowers’ strategies to help them feel calmer when
needed.

Reception
Reception really enjoyed focussing on movement and exercise to make us feel good. The
children love copying the Go Noodle song and dance, 'Banana, Banana, Meatball'. It contains
repeating patterns with dance moves, actions and words e.g. nod, clap, shake your hips. This
links well with our maths and has led the children to make up their own dances and songs
with repeating patterns. In circle time we have discussed things that we enjoy, what makes
us happy and things that we are grateful for.

Year 1
We tried to think about moving every time we felt an emotion this week.
We talked about who could help us when we have emotions that make us feel
unhappy, sad and upset. We also talked about when we feel happy, excited and proud.
The children made obstacle courses and explored how they felt before and after physical
activity. They found that :
Before they felt:
Tired, slow, sad, ok, unsure.
After they felt:

Lots of energy, excited, happy, clearer.

Year 2
Last week, Year 2 spent some time thinking about times that we feel good and the things
that we do to make us feel good. We all wrote down two things on a piece of card that we
like to do to help us to feel happy, calm, safe and relaxed.

We shared our ideas and then connected them all together to create a chain of support
paperchain.

Year 3
Year Three have been thinking about a network of people that support us and make us feel
great. We thought about how they make us feel good, support us and ways that we can ask
for help if we need it.
We noticed that our koala was feeling a little upset so we thought about lots of things we
could do to support him. We listened to him, played with him, gave him a hug and had lots
of other ideas too.

Year 4

The Banana, Banana, Meatball song was a huge hit - the dance and singing put a big smile on
everyone’s faces!
The children each had a star with their name and passed this round the class for peers to
write a positive word or phrase for each class member. The children said this made them feel
good about themselves knowing that’s what other members of the class thought about them.
We learned the key attributes that make up a good friend and were able to explain why these
were things you looked for in a friend. Children also recognised how many of the core values
were things that they looked for in a friend!
These were some of the qualities they thought of: honest, trustworthy, caring, kind,
compassionate, thoughtful, empathetic, fun, happy, friendly, supportive and a good listener.

Year 5
Year 5 took part in Worry Busting during Feeling Good Week. This involved thinking of
something which has made you feel worried or anxious. We then looked at different
strategies or methods we could use to solve or reduce the worry. We worked in groups to
come up with lots of different ideas and this helped us to feel good about ourselves and to
find ways to manage our worries. We also took part in an activity where we wrote lots of
positive things about our classmates. This made us feel happy and proud of ourselves,
knowing all the good things that people think about us.

Year Six
Year Six enthusiastically explored ‘Feeling Good Week’ and for their lesson had the theme of
‘giving back’ – recognising that doing something for others/the community can help us to
feel good.
They explored the term ‘mental health’ and thought about things that helped them to ‘feel
good’. They also looked at steps that they could take to impact the environment and came
up with some great ideas! Here are some of them:

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive at school on time.
As a reminder to parents:


Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.



Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.



Registers close at 9:20 am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.



Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action is
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.

Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.

The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Do You Shop in Morrisons?
We can receive free gardening equipment
from Morrisons.
Please download the
MyMorrisons app and choose Godstone
Primary and Nursery School.
For every £10 you spend we get one token
towards new gardening equipment.
The scheme ends on 26th October so please
act now!

