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Dear Parents and Carers,
We have enjoyed another exciting half term here at Godstone Primary and Nursery School. It
gives me an enormous sense of pride to see the children develop their skills and progress from
year group to year group at our school. Please read the newsletter to find out what your child’s
been learning about this half term.
A particular highlight this half term was World Maths Day. As I visited classrooms, I got a real
sense of excitement from the children when learning about new mathematical concepts. This
excitement and overarching enjoyment for learning was evident throughout the school.
We have recently conducted surveys to ascertain how everyone feels the school is progressing.
I also invited an external group in to ask the children similar questions. Some of the highlights
were:











The children feel ‘safe in school’, ‘enjoy coming to school’ and ‘feel happy coming to
school’ (various children’s comments)
Our children know what to do to keep themselves safe and what online safety looks like.
‘I shouldn’t give my personal information or wear my school uniform in videos’ (Y5 child
comment)
The children felt that the teachers talk extensively about safety and support them with this
96% of parents feel that their children are happy and safe at Godstone Primary and
Nursery School. ‘The school is welcoming, friendly and I’m very happy with the
staff’ (Parent comment)
96% of parents would recommend to others. ‘I would recommend this school
unreservedly to others’ (Parent comment)
96% of parents feel that the school deal with issues quickly if a concern is raised.
‘The teachers are responsive and eager to sort out issues quickly’ (Parent comment)

We are looking forward to successful last half term before the
summer break. You can look forward to special events like
Godstone Goes Global day and sports day, as well as receiving your
child’s report for the academic year.
Have a restful half term break, be safe, and I will look forward to
seeing you all on Monday 7th June.
Yours sincerely,

Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

Please remember:
Do not send your child to school if they, or anyone in their household has:
A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back
(you do not need to measure their temperature).
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing persistently for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough,
it may be worse than usual).
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means that they have
noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different
to normal.
If they do have any of these symptoms then please book a test for coronavirus by accessing the
NHS website – www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ or calling
119 if you do not have internet access. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should not visit the
GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or hospital.
It is important that you access the one way system around the school and leave quickly from
the school site once you have dropped off or collected your child. If you are unable to do this,
you may be asked to visit the school premises at a different time to ensure the safety of all
within the school.
COVID-19 testing for households
Anyone who is in the same household, childcare bubble or support bubble as a school or nursery
pupil or someone who works in a school, nursery or college, is eligible for twice weekly
symptom-free testing.
Please read 'How to get a test in Surrey' via the link - COVID-19 Testing for households and bubbles
of school pupils and of staff.

Godstone Primary and Nursery School celebrated World Maths Day on
Wednesday 5th May. We had lots of special maths lessons and investigations during
this day and also took part in a worldwide Mathletics competition! For this, children
competed on Mathletics against other children from all over the world including
Australia, South Africa, India and the USA. Well done everyone who took part and a
special congratulations to Cristiana (Y1) and Antonio (Y4): they both made the
Mathletics Hall of Fame for coming 139th and 239th in their age groups in the entire
world!
Each year group also carried out their own special maths investigation.
Nursery learnt lots of songs and rhymes to help them with their counting and to learn
the numbers.
Reception did lots of ladybird maths! They practiced doubling by counting the spots
and also practiced their number bonds outside by using chalk. They used drawing and
play-dough to help them learn.

Year 1 conducted an investigation where they had a zoo with lots of animals with 32
legs altogether. The animals could have 2 legs, 4 legs, 6 legs or 8 legs. They worked
together in groups to see which animals could be in the zoo.

Year 2 did a multiplication investigation looking at the commutative law.

Year 3 did some outdoor maths to investigate their times tables.

Year 4 also conducted a variety of investigations and solved some really tricky maths
problems. Special congratulations to Francesca for the fastest time in the Times Table
Challenge and to Marcus, Noah and William for finding the most words in the
Firewords Challenge.
Year 5 also took part in many interesting investigations and did a special Firewords
challenge using the words from their geography topic.
Finally, Year 6 had a competition in class where they had to estimate and then
measure out specific lengths using maths resources such as dice and multilink.
Occasionally, two teams were very close so it came down to the exact millimetre! Well
done to Table 1 (Phebe, Dylan, Max and Isabelle), Table 4 (Imogen, Cullam and Spencer)
and Table 6 (Lawrence, Scarlett, Charlie and Cara) who managed to be the most accurate
with their estimations.
Well done to everyone who took in World Maths Day. The children had lots of fun and
learned lots about Maths too!

We have been excited about the minibeasts we have found in the outdoor area (and
sometimes inside the classroom!), as well as those we have made and learned about
through stories, books, posters, rhymes and songs. We also wait in anticipation for
our butterflies to emerge from their chrysalides.

We have created minibeasts and their body parts with playdough and clay. Chloe
described how she made her snail saying, “I rolled it round and squashed and it dried.”

Kiyoshi said about her spider, “I’m making a spider; it can crawl and climb up the
wall. The spider live up the ceiling.”

During this half term, we have been learning about minibeasts! We started by
reading a book called, `Elly’s Adventure.’ He didn’t think minibeasts were very
exciting at all. We thought about bees. We learned that they live in groups called
colonies and help to make flowers grow. Then we started to think about ants. Some
of us wrote letters to Elly, while others made pictures, stories, and fact books in our
activity time. We have learned a few new songs too.

We did a minibeast hunt, made lists and collected minibeasts to look at. We all did
an observational drawing of a minibeast we found in the outside area. We had to use
magnifying glasses to look carefully at them and make sure we only drew what we
could see.

Our caterpillars arrived and we have watched them change from tiny eggs, to
caterpillars, to chrysalides and finally, they emerged as butterflies. We learned about
symmetry and looked for it on minibeasts and used the pipettes to make beautiful
butterfly pictures.

Year 1 have had a fantastic time learning all about the story of Peter Rabbit. We read
the story together and discussed it. Then we wrote our own versions of the story. We
used our phonics knowledge to help us and remembered to use capital letters at the
start of our sentences and for names. We also used full stops, exclamation marks and
even question marks at the end of our sentences! Finally, we acted out the story in
groups remembering to use confident voices and to look at the audience. It was really
fun and exciting!

In maths, we can have been learning how to multiply and divide. We have also
learned about fractions and how to find a half and a quarter of shapes and numbers.
We also learned about turns and practiced full turns, half turns and quarter turns in
the hall. Finally, we have kept on working on our arithmetic and have made super
progress. This means we can do some really tricky challenges to keep on improving!

Our topic in the Summer Term is Superheroes! We have been learning all about
both superheroes from comic books and real life superheroes such as nurses. We
learned about Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole and how they helped lots of
sick and injured people get better. We have also created superhero jet packs out of
plastic bottles, tin foil and tissue paper. It was lots of fun and made us feel like we
were superheroes too!

In Year 2 this term, we have been studying ‘Plants’ in Science. We have all planted
various seeds in pots and also beans in plastic bags. Every week we have carefully
observed our plants and also completed bean diaries to see how much our beans
have grown. By conducting an experiment with four pots of plants each given
different conditions, we have found out that plants need water and light in order to
be able to grow. Hopefully, this topic will encourage the children to carry on
planting seeds at home, watering them and watching them grow. Some of the children have already planted sunflowers at home. Let us know how tall they get to see
which grows the tallest. Happy planting!

In Year 3 we have had an amazing first half of the Summer Term!
Maths
In maths, we have been learning about length and perimeter. We have practiced
measuring objects and shapes in millimetres, centimetres and meters. We have also
learned how to convert between different units of measure. Last week, we carried
out an investigation to see if we could make a rectangle with an odd perimeter.
Everybody showed amazing resilience and determination to find a solution; one
group managed to find 14 different ways!
English
This term, we have been writing our own versions of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. By the
final week we have all invented our own unique versions of the story, from the
‘Three Little Mice and The Big Bad Lion’ to the ‘Three Little Turtles and the Big Bad
Dinosaur’. We have all enjoyed reading each other’s innovative stories and we would
like to share the beginning of ‘ The Three Little Squirrels and the Big Bad Fox’.
Homework
Year 3 have been working hard at home this term! They have produced lots of
amazing pieces of homework. Imogen created and amazing puppet theatre for
science to investigate the question, ‘What happens to a shadow when an object
moves away from a light source?’ Another amazing piece of homework came from
Holly who made a model of Ben Nevis. We have really enjoyed sharing our pieces of
homework in class!

Year 4 have had a very successful summer term so far and have continued to be
ambitious with their learning.
Bikeability
On Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th April, Year 4 children got the opportunity to take
part in Bikeability. All the children really enjoyed this experience and were very
excited to receive their badges and certificates. These were some of their
favourite parts:
“I loved learning how to indicate using my arms.”
“I loved Bikeability because we played so many fun games to prepare us for
cycling safely on the road.”
“I enjoyed playing a game called ‘Islands’. The teachers, Julia and Matt, made a
circle around us and we had to cycle round each other and every time someone
fell off (touched the ground with their feet) the circle would get smaller. The
game taught us about control.”
“I liked learning how to use my gears properly.”
Art
We have been spending some time learning about great artists, architects and
designers in history. Zaha Hadid was a British Iraqi architect, artist and designer,
who became famous for her architecture characterised by curved fronts, sharp
angles and use of materials such as concrete and steel. On learning lots about
her and her work, we have spent time drawing some of her designs. The children
have produced some fantastic drawings and many have been inspired by her
work!

English
In English, Year 4 have been looking at the fairy tale ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. They
have imitated, innovated and invented their own version of the fairy tale and have
enjoyed sharing these with one another.
We wanted to share with you the beginning of an invented version that we really
enjoyed reading:

Poetry Perfection
Year 5 have been working very hard on perfecting their poetry prowess over the last
few weeks. In order to ensure they were ready to create their own poetry, they spent
time researching different styles of poetry as well as the different poetic features used
to engage their audience.
As well as reading many different poems in a range of styles, they have begun to
create their own marvellous pieces of poetry. Mrs Leadbetter and Mrs Quarterman
have been so impressed by their work that they decided to enter all their poems about
a ‘Peculiar Pet’ into a competition! All the children are very excited by the prospect of
their work being published in a book and the possibility of receiving a prize.

By Tom Pannell, Year 5

Poetry Perfection

By William Carter, Year 5

PSHE: Mental and Physical Health
Five plus two steps to wellbeing
In PSHE we have been looking at mental and physical health. We had a whole class
discussion based on the NHS’s ‘Five plus two steps to wellbeing’.
Give to others

Connect with others

Eating

Sleeping

Learn new skills

Kindness
Happiness
Helping others
Teach people new things
Respectful
Gifts
Love
Writing letters
Calling people
Make things for people
Walks with others
Pets
Being nice to others that you don’t know
Finding things that you have in common with
people
Build relationships
Stay in touch with friends and family
Meet new people
Teaching people new skills
Balanced diet
Healthy
Exercise
Water 2l
Different types of food
No technology before bed
Comfortable
Lights off/on
Read a book if you cannot sleep
Relax
Bedtime routine
Fly a kite
Baking/cooking
How to tie shoe laces
Gardening
Fishing
How to tie a tie
Paintballing
Hobbies

Be physically active

Pay attention the present moment

Skiing
Sky diving
Tennis
Cycling
Snowboarding
Cross country
Swimming
Gym
Running
Walking
Concentrate on what is happening now
Don’t stress about the future
Present not past
Don’t hang onto something that has
already happened
What is happening now
Analyse your current situation

We all learned a lot during the last lockdown and the implementation of remote
learning. Thank you to all those who completed our survey so that we can learn
what worked well and what we could improve if we need to do it again.



93% of respondents felt the communication from the school was clear or
very clear.



Only 4% said it was difficult to access the remote learning.



Respondents felt that assignments on ClassDojo/Tapestry and live lessons on
Teams were the best ways to engage with their child.

Some parents found the approach we used worked well for them e.g. editable
worksheets on ClassDojo because they did not have a printer, whilst others felt it
did not work for them and they wanted to print work out.
Implications
If we have to use remote learning again in the future, we would look at:



Teachers interacting more with the children e.g. more live lessons and phone
calls, by reducing teachers’ workload to enable them to do this (63% of
teachers worked longer hours in lockdown).



Continue to upgrade the technology infrastructure and devices to ensure reliable internet connections in school.



Increase wellbeing and engagement of children by having smaller groups and
more interaction on Teams.

Date

Event

Monday 7th June

First day of 2nd Half of Summer Term

Monday 14th—Friday 18th June

Bikeabillity, Level 2

Friday 18th June

Godstone Goes Global Day

Friday 25th June

Year 6 Bowles Residential Trip

Tuesday 29th June

Transition Day

Wednesday 7th July

Sports Day

Friday 9th July

KS2 Tandridge Singing Picnic

Friday 16th July

School Reports (being sent home)

Tuesday 20th July

Last day of 2nd Half of Summer Term

Inset Days 2021-22
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Monday 1st November 2021
Tuesday 2nd November 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022

Dog Excrement
We have been informed of dog excrement outside the school premises, please be vigilant if
your children are walking on the grass. Thank you
Dropping items to the School Office
During these unprecedented times, please may we ask that you organise your child for coming
to school each morning, i.e. ensure they have a water bottle, their home link book, coats and
scarves / gloves for the colder weather, suitable shoes for Forest School, packed lunch (if they
have one), etc. We are finding an increased amount of parents needing to drop something off
their child has forgotten on a daily basis. Not only does this interrupt the office staff regularly,
but also means they have to wipe down items brought in and take to your child’s class, which
should be avoided, where possible at this time. Thank you for your understanding.

All parents, carers or guardians of pupils are automatically honorary members of
the Friends of Godstone Primary and Nursery School PTA, but we have a dedicated
core team of volunteers which we would be delighted for anyone to join.
The PTA exists with the following aims:

To raise money for the school by organising activities for the children and/or
parents/carers at our school.

To assist in the provision of facilities for education and wellbeing at the
school.

To foster more extended relationships between the staff, parents and others
associated with the school.

To engage in activities which support the school and promote the welfare of
the pupils.
We welcome any parent to become more involved. You get an opportunity to
learn more about the school and, together with your children, feel more a part of
the community.
During predictable times, among our regular events are:

Christmas Fair

Winter Disco

Easter Tea Party

Summer Fair

Summer Disco

Bags 2 School
We have raised vital funds for some amazing projects over the years, including:

Annual Christmas party crackers and decoration morning

Year Six Leavers’ fund

Numerous CleverTouch interactive classroom screens

A new library

All-weather pitch

Trim Trail
The PTA is convened by the school's Chair of Friends, Ben Thackray who can be
contacted through the school office, or our Friends Facebook Page - FOGPANS.

Reception Needs African Soft Toys
The children in Reception will be learning about African
animals after half term and we would love to make an
animal rescue centre in our role-play area.
Do you have any African animal soft toys that your child
no longer plays with and we could have for our
role-play area?
Please leave any donations by the front door and we
will quarantine them before we use them.
Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive to school on time.
As a reminder to parents:* Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.
* Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.
* Please ensure that your child does not arrive late for their specific class drop off time.
* Registers close at 9:20am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
* Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

Wondering how to entertain the kids during the school holidays? Camp 4
Champs has teamed up with The Warwick School to run our sports multi-skills
activity camp and we're excited to be opening in the summer holidays, and every
school holiday thereafter.
Camp 4 Champs provide a safe, inspiring and exciting multi-skills activity camp where
kids aged 4-14 can have fun, make friends and learn new skills. Your child will enjoy a
range of adventurous, creative and lively activities in a sound and secure
environment.
Monday 2nd - Friday 27th August 2021 inclusive (excluding weekends)
For more information and booking feel free to visit www.camp4champs.co.uk

24/7 mental health crisis line for children,
young people, and families
A new 24/7 mental health crisis line for children, young people and their families and carers
in Surrey has launched.
The freephone number - 0800 9154644 – is available for children and young people up to
the age of 18, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disability
(SEND).
The new crisis line provides emotional wellbeing support, advice, and signposting to a range
of community services for children, young people and their families and carers who are in a
mental health crisis. The number is available to those who are already receiving mental
health services, and also for those who are not. No referral is needed.
The crisis line is staffed by a team of experienced, trained call handlers and mental health
nurses.
A key aim of the crisis line is to help support young people, carers and families within their
own homes and in the community and, whenever possible, help avoid the need for children
and young people to go to hospital in a crisis.
Get help in a mental health crisis :: Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
(sabp.nhs.uk)

