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Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a pleasure to welcome you all back to school for the last four weeks of this term. The school
has been filled with the laughter, chitter-chatter and learning of the children. There has been a tangible
sense of excitement from the children as they have been able to see their friends and teachers again.
During the last four weeks, we have taken part in Red Nose Day and raised a lot of money for a very
good cause by making our hair look wild for the day. We have been thinking about our school’s core
values of Respect, Responsibility, Pride, Compassion and Ambition, with each child focusing on a value
that they are going to show. We have thought about how we can reflect on our behaviours so that we
can continue to strive to be the best that we can be. We have focused on the teaching and learning in
maths, with children showing high levels of engagement and interaction in the subject.
As we begin to focus on the last term of this academic year and ultimately begin to prepare for
September, I am sure that the parents are quite anxious about the best ways that they can support their
children’s learning. The children have missed a substantial amount of time in school and we are now
fully focused on helping the children consolidate what they have learnt as well as progressing where
learning has been missed. In school, we have invested heavily in tutoring, small group support, Quality
First Teaching and directed interventions. At home, you can:







Read with your child daily
Revisit the remote learning that was sent
Highlight areas of remote learning that your child has struggled to access and have another go at it
Ask your child to write a diary for the Easter break period, to practise key writing skills
Practise key mathematical skills such as, telling the time, weighing and measuring (e.g. baking,
mud kitchen) etc.
Take your child for walks and talk about the signs of spring

I would like to thank all our parents, carers and the wider community for your ongoing support of the
school. As a school we are constantly trying to reflect and adapt our approach, so that the children get
the best possible education.
I hope that you all have a very restful Easter break. Please stay safe and we
look forward to welcoming you all back to us on Monday 19th April.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

Reception are Growing Potatoes
Reception are taking part in the national Grow
Your Own Potatoes scheme. We have been sent
two varieties of seed potatoes and the sacks to
grow them in.

We have talked about how potatoes grow under
the ground and that we have to keep adding
more soil to help the potatoes grow bigger.
The children thought about what we
needed to help the potatoes grow and they
decided that they needed soil,
water and sunshine. We looked at the sack
and Holly explained that the holes would let
the water out if there was too much. Harry
was then keen to explore why the compost
didn’t fall out of the holes.

We found that some of it did but the weight of all
the compost stopped too much coming out.
The children all took turns to fill the sacks with
compost and then we carefully laid the seed
potatoes in then covered them again.
Finally, we watered
them and we are
excited to see what
happens next.

It has been lovely to have all of Year 1 back in school again. I know the children have
really enjoyed being back in the classroom and seeing all of their friends.
In English, we have been learning the story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff. We have
done lots of acting and role-play to learn the story.

We have also written the story in our own words and are starting to write our own
version with an alternative ending.
In maths, we have been learning about place value and solving lots of different
problems. In particular, we have been working in groups to practice our problem
solving skills. We have been comparing numbers and objects and using mathematical
language to help us explain our answers.

English and Topic
In Year 2, the children have been having a fantastic time making some didgeridoos! The
children brought in a cardboard tubes from home spent some time in class looking
carefully at the colours and patterns used. They created a design for their didgeridoo
first and made a ‘you will need’ list. We then had a really fun afternoon painting their
designs.

The children had great fun trying them out as well!

We decided to link this to our non-fiction writing and create some instructions. The
children began by looking at lots of different types of instruction writing and picking
out key features that are used. During the making process the children thought about
the steps taking place and the following day wrote fantastic instructions for other
children who would like to make one too.

Maths

In maths, the children have been going back to basics - recapping their learning of
place value. Once we had consolidated our understanding of the value of each digit in
two-digit numbers, the children extended their knowledge by doing many reasoning
and problem solving activities. We have been so impressed with their
increasing ability to be strategic in problem solving and explain their answers well.
We have now moved on to securing our fluency and reasoning in addition and
subtraction which we shall continue into the summer term.

This term we have been engaging with lots of exciting learning. In the last few weeks,
we have made Roman shields, written autobiographies, experimented with shadows
and have been dividing 2-digit numbers!
Unexpectedly, last week our class had a tiny visitor. A small, baby Great Tit was found
in the road, outside the school gates. Keen to help the poor, injured bird, Jake (year 4)
and Isabel (year 6) alerted Mrs Dowson who was gate duty. Mrs Dowson prepared a
small box with a hot water bottle to keep the bird warm in the hope that it would
recover. After a few hours being cared for in the year 3 classroom, our little bird
seemed to be making a speedy recovery. Halfway through our maths lesson, it started
flying around the box trying to escape! We were happy to see that he had made a full
recovery. We all went out to the playground to release him and watched him fly away
into a nearby tree. We learned a lot as a class about how to care for wild animal and
had some lovely discussions about how we can safely help other animal in distress.

We have loved being back together as a whole class and have been working very hard
with our learning over the last couple of weeks.
Maths
Year 4 have spent the last couple of weeks exploring fractions. We have looked at
what fractions are, equivalent fractions, fractions greater than 1, counting in fractions,
adding fractions, subtracting fractions and calculating fractions of a quantity. The
children have been thinking about their mathematical vocabulary when explaining
their answers to reasoning and problem-solving questions.

English
In English, we have been looking at instruction texts. We began by following
instructions for how to make hummus and made some together as a class! We then
spent some time thinking about the different features of instruction texts, before
planning, writing and publishing our own recipes for both hummus and a Roman honey
cake! The children have been working very hard with their writing and produced some
fabulous pieces of work. Keep up the excellent work Year 4!

This half-term, Year 5 have been working hard on improving their reading skills using
our Reading Dogs (Rex Retriever, Vocabulary Victor, Predicting Pip, Summarising
Sheba, Arlo the Author, Inference Iggy and Cassie the Commentator) to help them
remember the key skills required to become a confident reader. Each week since
returning from lockdown, Year 5 have focused on a different Reading Dog and their
skill and have used their knowledge to answer questions, create their own questions
and have discussions with their peers about the texts we have been focusing on.
Reading is arguably the most important skill we learn as we use these skills not just in
every lesson, but also all throughout our lives. At Godstone Primary and Nursery
School, we use Reading Dogs to help the children remember the key reading skills.
There are slightly different Reading Dogs in KS1 and KS2: this reflects the difference in
requirements between the National Curriculum for the key stages. Children are also
introduced to the Reading Dogs whilst in EYFS so they are ready for their
transition to KS1.

BEOWULF
In Year 6, we have been looking at Beowulf as our fiction text. We have been reading
three different interpretations: Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo, Beowulf by Rob Lloyd
Jones and Beowulf: Dragonslayer by Rosemary Sutcliff.
This week, the children have drawn an illustration and written a description of their
own sea monster, which will be used in their final piece of writing. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed looking at different images of sea monsters and have chosen
different aspects to create their own.
The children have also been doing some role play and have performed their pieces we have many amazing actors and actresses in our class!

Please remember:
Do not send your child to school if they, or anyone in their household has:
A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back
(you do not need to measure their temperature).
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing persistently for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough,
it may be worse than usual).
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means that they have
noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different
to normal.
If they do have any of these symptoms then please book a test for coronavirus by accessing the
NHS website – www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ or calling
119 if you do not have internet access. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should not visit the
GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or hospital.
It is important that you access the one way system around the school and leave quickly from
the school site once you have dropped off or collected your child. If you are unable to do this,
you may be asked to visit the school premises at a different time to ensure the safety of all
within the school.
COVID-19 testing for households
Anyone who is in the same household, childcare bubble or support bubble as a school or nursery
pupil or someone who works in a school, nursery or college, is eligible for twice weekly
symptom-free testing.
Please read 'How to get a test in Surrey' via the link - COVID-19 Testing for households and bubbles
of school pupils and of staff.

This year we had a Mad Hair Day for Comic Relief. The children (and
parents) created some amazing hairstyles and some of them fitted with
the real message of being funny.
There were lots of unicorns, some spiders, a garden, lots of spikes and a
rainbow of colours.
As a school we raised £210, well done everyone!

Remote Learning Survey
Thank you to all those who have already completed the remote learning survey. It is
really helpful for us to understand what worked well and what we can
improve on if we have to do it again.
If you have not completed the survey then you have until 21st April, just follow this
link https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=cuhPyG1JJkCtnPuzCgHAtcqDV9A2zYZEs07FLT7aYXRUMUY5RUxNQTBEOFdUUVA1
NzdBVjk2M1Y3Wi4u

Reviewing School Travel
Surrey County Council issued a survey to primary school Headteachers this week to
understand how children are travelling to and from schools.
The objective of the research is to develop a better understanding of the different
types of travel, how frequently they are used, why that type is used by their child,
and if their preferred type of travel has changed or been influenced by Covid-19.
The Safer Travel Team’s goal is to assist schools in encouraging safer and more active
ways of travelling to school through education and training, to influence changes in
behaviour that will improve our children's physical and emotional wellbeing, the
impact on our environment and air-quality, as well as road safety and congestion
outside the school gates. This also works in supporting a Healthy Schools approach to
wellbeing, health, and achievement.
Please support this research by completing the survey using the link - survey link.
The deadline to complete the survey is Friday 16th April 2021.

The Digital Safeguarding Survey
Surrey County Council is supporting research that is being undertaken by Praesidio
Safeguarding (on behalf of the Government), to understand the impact of legal and
policy changes coming into force over the next year that will require internet-based
services such as gaming and social media sites to establish the age of their child users
with a greater degree of confidence. They have asked us to share the surveys below,
which aim to gather the thoughts and feelings of young people and their parents/
carers on different methods that can be used to establish children’s ages online. The
research is aimed at finding out if any of the suggested methods pose a risk of
exclusion to children.
The information they are collecting from the survey will be anonymous and will help
the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) to establish the most
appropriate ways to help protect young people online.
Please share your thoughts and feelings by clicking on either the ‘Child’ or ‘Parents’
survey link below:DCMS Age Child Survey
DCMS Age Parents Survey
For more information contact; info@praesidiosafeguarding.co.uk
The closing date for the surveys is Tuesday, 6 April 2021.

Drop Off/Pick Up
Please can you ensure when dropping off or picking up your child(ren) that you turn
your car engines off. This is creating a lot of fumes. Thank you.
Diary Dates - April to July 2021
Forthcoming diary dates will be sent to you during w/c 19th April, thank you for your
patience.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive to school on time.
As a reminder to parents:* Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.
* Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.
* Please ensure that your child does not arrive late for their specific class drop off time.
* Registers close at 9:20am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
* Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer
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