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Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been an unusual academic year so far with lots of lockdowns and alterations to the
normal school working week. Like you, we are having to constantly adapt to the new
expectations placed upon us by the Government. Whilst this doesn’t always go smoothly,
as our internet will play testament to, we have managed to get through this as one
community!
As the current lockdown looks to come to a conclusion on Monday 8th March, I’d like to
take this opportunity to say thank you. We are ecstatic to be able to welcome the whole
school back, but it is important to reflect on the hardships that everyone has suffered
over the last few months and focus on how we have all pulled together.

I have so much respect for every critical worker who has had to work during this
pandemic. It has been a joy to have your children in school during this time. The
willpower demonstrated from the parents of home learners has been inspiring, especially
given the number of hurdles that you have had to overcome.
With all of the above said, it is important to remember that we all do this for the children
of Godstone Primary and Nursery School. The children have been amazing from start to
finish and it is imperative that we all keep working together, being open and honest, and
supporting each other so that the children get the best offer possible.
Thank you again to everyone and we look forward to seeing you
all on Monday 8th March.

Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

We have continued on our topic ‘Helpful Heroes’ in Early Years. The children at school
sent letters and were delighted to receive some in return so we could look at the
stamp and postmarks. We learned about firefighters and the great and varied jobs
they do, carried out an investigation of waterproof materials to help Fireman Sam
and used collage materials to make our own fire engine pictures. We were also lucky
to have lots of fun in the snow leading to more investigations, this time with ice. We
finished the half term learning about Chinese New Year and finding out all about how
it is celebrated.

The children found a fire hydrant on their walk. Do you know where these pictures
were taken?

Jacob and Aria used materials at home to make a fire engine collage.

Testing materials to find a good patch for Fireman Sam’s tent.

English / Topic
In Years 1 and 2 we have been focussing on non-fiction writing, particularly exploring
Fact files. The children began by learning facts about British animals and then were
given the chance to research their own animal. The children were able to use key
features of non-fiction such as a title, headings and pictures.

Linking to our Australia topic the children also created a Fact file including all the
facts they learnt over the half term. They included key facts such as population,
animals, landmarks and weather. The children created some fantastic pieces of work
and should be very proud of their efforts.

Maths
In Maths, the children explored the topic of measurement. They started with length
and learnt key skills such as measuring items accurately using a ruler. We then moved
on to looking at weight using key vocabulary such as heavier, lighter to compare the
weights of different objects. Finally the children explored volume. The children
developed their knowledge of the terms full, empty and half full as well as comparing
the volume of different containers. The children are continuing to improve their
ability to explain their answers to reasoning and problem solving questions. Well
done everyone and keep it up!

English
In Year 3 and 4, the children both at home and in school have been busy writing persuasive letters. The children have been persuading Caratacus to either fight against
the Romans or stand down and save their kingdom. We were so impressed with the
letters that the children produced that we have shared one of them for you to read:
Dear Caratacus,
I am writing to you pleading that you will fight the violent, muscular Romans
before out gigantic kingdom is completely ruined. Their soldiers are very powerful
and savage, but your army is much more powerful and mightier than the Roman
army. The Roman army are brutally killing men, women, teenagers and little
children so we must do the same in return. For this reason, you and your army need
to go out and fight the powerful Romans to save our lives.

Their weapons and equipment may be higher quality but with your strong determination, we will surely win the battle against the Romans because we have ten
times more men in our expanding army. It would be absolutely devastating if our
massive army and soldiers get defeated by the bloodthirsty Romans.
I want the cruel Romans to send their mounting army into the ferocious battle
so they can get defeated and die because you and your army shall be able to kill
them. We can, without doubt, become healthier and better trained to fight and
viciously kill the Romans.

We have witnessed a huge success in our clashes in Colchester, St Alban’s and
London, so I am certain that we will beat the Romans. Most certainly, our army
shall become more and more powerful and mightier if you will help us.
I hope this letter fully encourages you that your strength is needed for us to
slay our enemy, good friend.
Queen Boudicca

PSHE
In PSHE, we have been thinking about how we have been feeling. The children have
thought of different things that they can do to help themselves and things that they can
do to help others.

On Monday 22nd February, the children were asked to answer a range of questions
on the latest news from Boris Johnson. The questions were:
How does this news make you feel?
Is there anything you are excited about?
Is there anything you are worried about?
What are you most excited about learning when you get back to school?
Are there any games you are looking forward to being able to play at break
time?
After the children had completed the task, we read through and discussed everyone’s answers, which was lovely! The children’s responses were extremely positive
and it was clear that they are all so very excited to return to school on Monday 8th
March 2021.

We are going to be having a ‘Mad Hair Day’ in exchange for a donation to
Comic Relief (minimum suggested donation £1).
Please use your imagination to create an amazing, ‘mad’ hairstyle for the
day. Children must wear usual school uniform but there are no rules for
hair on Friday 19th March!
Please make donations via Scopay as we are unable to handle cash in
school during the pandemic.

Tom from the Department of Psychology at the University of York has recently contacted
the school. They are running a fully-online research study aimed at better understanding
and raising awareness of the cognitive impact of the postpartum period on new parents.
Please contact the University of York team using the details in the flyer below, f you are a
parent with a youngest child under 6 years of age and are interesting in taking part.

Please find details for any budding bakers who would like to apply to be a part of
the 7th series of Junior Bake Off; a Channel 4 programme that celebrates the
culinary talent and ambition of the younger generation in Britain.
Applications can be made by any bakers aged between 9-15 years old.
Filming would take place from July 2021, but applications close on
Sunday 28th March 2021.
Interested bakers can apply online at :WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK

Date

Event

Time

Thursday 4th March

World Book Day

Monday 8th March

Parents Evening: Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2

1:00pm—6:00pm

Tuesday 9th March

Parents Evening: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

1:00pm—6:00pm

Wednesday 10th March

Parents Evening: Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2

3:45pm—6:00pm

Thursday 11th March

Parents Evening: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

3:45pm—6:00pm

Friday 19th March

Comic Relief—’Mad Hair Day’

n/a

n/a

Bikeability

Please remember:
Do not send your child to school if they, or anyone in their household has:
A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need
to measure their temperature).
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing persistently for more than an
hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough,
it may be worse than usual).
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means that they have
noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different
to normal.
If they do have any of these symptoms then please book a test for coronavirus
by
accessing the NHS website – www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-forcoronavirus/ or calling 119 if you do not have internet access. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or hospital.
It is important that you access the one way system around the school and leave quickly from
the school site once you have collected or dropped your child off. If you are unable to do this,
you may be asked to visit the school premises at a different time to ensure the safety of all
within the school.

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive to school on time.
As a reminder to parents:* Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.
* Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.
* Please ensure that your child does not arrive late for their specific class drop off time.
* Registers close at 9:20am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
* Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued
by the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer
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