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Dear Parents and Carers,
Firstly, I would like to wish you all a relaxing and restful Christmas break with your families. It is
important that we all take the time to enjoy the festivities! Hopefully, you all find yourself on Santa’s
nice list and get a lot of exciting presents. We have had a brilliant run up to Christmas here at school
with Christmas parties’ a plenty, Christmas lunch, a pantomime and a virtual assembly with Godstone
Baptist Church.
Next, I would like to offer a special thanks to certain members of the school community. Thank you to
Godstone United Charities and Godstone Baptist Church for supplying the school with food, hygiene
products and presents for our most vulnerable families. Thank you also to two very generous donations
from two parents and grandparents who have donated £400 between them to the children’s Christmas
parties which allowed us to purchase the virtual pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ for the children as
well as party food for all classes.
As always, I want to commend our brilliant staff team on another very successful term of teaching and
learning; I feel incredibly proud to work with such a brilliant team. I would like to wish Miss Merritt,
Mrs Oatham and Miss Redpath the best of luck as they leave us at this point, but also warmly welcome
Mr Dunford and Mrs Earnshaw to the team.
You may remember that we took part in STEM day last year. As a result of the successful events, we
have had two children’s work returned with a commendation for Erica Grant (Year 3) and a regional
winner award for Molly Edwards (Year 5). Below is the link to the virtual
tour so that all parents can view the work from across the south of the
country. Congratulations to Erica and Molly for submitting winning entries,
but also to the rest of the school for taking part.
2020 Virtual Galleries | If You Were An Engineer, What Would You Do?
(leadersaward.com).
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Mr Nick Usher
Acting Headteacher

Year 1 have been enjoying their time at forest school this term. Even with the cold
weather we have been using our learning powers of perseverance to learn and practise
the skill of fire lighting. We have learnt how to use our fire lighters to create sparks and
start a small fire with a piece of cotton wool. As we have been able to create our own
small fires safely it has meant that we have been able to use a larger fire to make a warm
drink - which tasted delicious.
It has been lovely to see the changing season and it has been exciting to use a palm drill
to make our own Christmas decorations to hang on our trees. Some of us have been
learning to weave willow branches to create our own Christmas wreaths. It was great fun
looking around the wildlife garden and wooden looking for interesting leaves, branches
and berries to weave into our Christmas wreaths.

Not long after they started making Stone Age tools, Stone Age people started making
jewellery. Their jewellery included beads on necklaces and bracelets. They made these
beads from shells, animal teeth, animal bones and stones. To finish off our Stone Age
topic, Year 4 spent some time designing and sculpting their own Stone Age jewellery,
using clay. When making the jewellery, the children took ownership of their designs, by
choosing the sizes and shapes of their different beads.

The children in year 5 have been thoroughly enjoying reading the book 'The Egypt
Game'. They have written character and setting descriptions and this week have
started planning their own play script based on the book. The children have worked in
groups and have shown great team work and collaboration.
During Friday afternoon fun was had by all, while they planned and created the props
they would need for their performances. The excitement and engagement was evident
all afternoon and we can't wait to watch each groups performance. We are sure they
will be amazing.

APRIL 2021
FUNDED PLACES AVAILABLE FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS
We have places available for 3 and 4 year olds for April 2021.
Our Nursery class is led by a qualified teacher, supported by experienced staff to ensure
every child is happy: because happy children learn best.
From the term after your child turns three they are entitled to either 15 or 30 hours
free early education. To be eligible for funding after Easter your child must be three by
31st March.
We operate either a beginning of the week place (all day Monday, all day Tuesday and
Wednesday morning) or end of the week place (Wednesday afternoon, all day Thursday
and all day Friday). Full week places are available upon request for those who qualify
for 30 funded hours.
We aim to provide the environment to enable your children to be:
*Happy
*Enthusiastic
*Keen to learn
*Sociable

Surrey Libraries have a number of resources available to help you support the
learning of the children you work with, whether at home or at school. Our staff have
been busy since the start of lockdown creating videos for our brand-new YouTube
channel, and we have a variety of craft activities, an origami club and a Lego club
suitable for older children. We even have some Makaton sign language sessions, and
it’s all free to stream from home or straight into your classrooms. We have a regular
schedule of new digital content including lots of exciting things coming over the
festive season. The upcoming schedule is available on our website.
As well as creating our own content, we have pulled together a list of great resources
from all over the web. We have a whole host of things to see including virtual
museum tours, lesson plans, even a play from The Pied Piper Theatre Company to
stream at home! Visit us at our Libraries From Home landing page on the Surrey
Libraries Website to see the whole collection, as well as all our usual online
resources available to all members of Surrey Libraries, including magazines for kids
available through PressReader and RBDigital. The Reading Agency have also just
launched their Winter Challenge to help children keep their enthusiasm for reading
going over the Christmas holidays. The challenge started on the 1st of December and
is running until the 15th of January, so there’s plenty of time for your students to
sign up and get reading! Wishing you all a happy holiday. We can’t wait to see you in
the new year.

Dropping items to the School Office
During these unprecedented times, please may we ask that you organise your child for
coming to school each morning, i.e. ensure they have a water bottle, their home link
book, coats and scarves / gloves for the colder weather, suitable shoes for Forest
School, packed lunch (if they have one), etc. We are finding an increased amount of
parents needing to drop something off their child has forgotten on a daily basis. Not
only does this interrupt the office staff regularly, but also means they have to wipe down
items brought in and take to your child’s class, which should be avoided, where
possible at this time. Thank you for your understanding.
Coronovirus Information

Please remember:
Do not send your child to school if they, or anyone in their household has:

A high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or
back (you do not need to measure their temperature).
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing persistently for more than
an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have
a cough, it may be worse than usual).
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means that they have noticed
they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.
If they do have any of these symptoms then please book a test for coronavirus by
accessing the NHS website – www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-forcoronavirus/ or calling 119 if you do not have internet access. Anyone with COVID-19
symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or hospital.
It is important that you access the one way system around the school and leave quickly
from the school site once you have collected or dropped your child off. If you are unable
to do this, you may be asked to visit the school premises at a different time to ensure
the safety of all within the school.
If children are self-isolating but remain well then you will receive remote learning for
your child (please see remote learning letter for more details).

ATTENDANCE
Punctuality/Lateness
Punctuality to school is crucial and registration at the beginning of the day with the class teacher is one of the
most important periods of the day. Lateness into school causes disruption to that individual’s learning and to
that of the other pupils in the class. It is paramount therefore that all children arrive to school on time.
As a reminder to parents:* Please adhere to class drop off and pick up times as set out on page 4 of this newsletter.
* Pupils who arrive after registration will be recorded as late.
* Please ensure that your child does not arrive late for their specific class drop off time.
* Registers close at 9:20am. After this time, if no call is received by the parent as to why the child is
absent, this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
* Persistent lateness is monitored by the school office and will be investigated and appropriate action
taken. If there is no further improvement, this may be referred to our Education Welfare Officer.
Attendance Panel School Meetings (failure to ensure regular school attendance)
The Local Authority retains control of the Education Welfare Service and every effort is made to maintain close
links with the Education Welfare Officer attached to the school. Where school interventions have failed to
secure regular attendance, an official referral may be made to the Education Welfare Officer.
PENALTY NOTICES
We would like to remind parents that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. The Head Teacher should determine the number of school days a child can be away
from school if leave is granted.
In accordance with the above regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympathetically, but only
in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Government to which this school has
agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for five days or more during term time, without
the
authority of the Head Teacher, will each be liable to receive a penalty notice. Penalty notices will be issued by
the Local Authority.
The penalty is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice raising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28 day period, the Local Authority must
prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absence, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one penalty notice. If
there are two parents and two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two penalty
notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21 days.
Mr N Usher
Acting Headteacher

Mrs S Emerson
Education Welfare Officer

